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Thoreau Center at old Letterman
Hospital in the Presidio blooms as a

campus for all things sustainable
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lunchtime: Every
day, workers at
the nonprofits
that make up
'11loreau Center
get to spend their
mid-day break in
a national park,.
above. Walls in
the longtime
hospital now
contain art and
photography
exhibits, left.
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Tides and its affiliated networks organizations are the major
tenants at San Francisco's Thoreau Center with about 120 em­
ployees. as well 88 running the space through its Tdes Shared
Spaces organization.

Tides' tentacles
push for change
in many directions

.. CENTER
From previow po.ge

Although some members, sudJ.
as San FtaJlCisco's Women's
Building. predate Thoreau. many
took inspiration from it To help
cent~ the Network offc:rs access
to a wealth at information on"'co­
location: which it shares through
local semin.us. national confe£­
en<:es, its Web site. training mate­
rials and peer education.

It helps walk Oed.gling centers
through such strategic consider­
a.tions as 6ruu'ttS, real ~te, ~-

.. Tides, -.tides.cxg, is a net- www.nonprot;tcenters.OfJJ. ership and governanoe, building
work 01 three organitationll _ Help. nonprofils complete open.tioos, projects and ameni-
Tides Foundation, Tdes Center multitenant centEn and other ties,. said Ronnne Hanson,. a3S0ci.
and Tidee Shared Spaces _ programa, providing peer net- ate diredor of the NonprofirCen-
that collaborate u partrwn in a WOftUng, education, online ten NetMxt.
aIwed miuion of supporting reaouroea, regional WOfbhops
social change. In 2007, Toea and national conference.. c.ndos far .....uflls
managed profecta and grant- .. Tides Foundation, _tides The nonprofit-cenfer idea is al-
maIUng of $165 million and had foundation.org, a grant'"fTl8king so popular with foundatioos,
assets of about $270 million. institution that partners with which see it as a W2Y to gd mote

.. Tides Shared Spaces, -. donors to help them direct bang (or their buck. "Foundations
tideuharedapaces.orgl. ere- r8SOlKCe8 for positive social take a real interest in these as $0-

ates, operates and promotes change. cial investments to benefit multi-
austajnable wm spaces for .. Tides Center, www.tkkJscenter. pie organiDtioos with one single
nonprofit&, such as the Thoreau org, provides fiscal sponaonhip investment,"'1hnsoD. said.
Centerl in New yorit and San for nonprofita, handling financial 1.asI: year, TIdes Shared Spaces
Francisco. SponlOl'8 the Non- and legal actjyitiea fOf them. It created 'Io'horeau Center New
pmfitCenters Netwoftl. has over 200 fiscally sponsored 1.ANc.l"Q""/n.~ York in the former JP MOIgm

• NonprofitCenlers Net'Worit, projects across the country. Tidn .mpla,.. Lena Strayhorn participates in a recycli.ng headquarters on Wall Street Un-

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii•••••ii-~c~s~iidiiem.oiinstra.iitiiiOiiniiaii'tb.eiiThiiiiO<eaiiiiuiiiiCeTn';:",:::dunDg:::"~the==n=oon~h~""'~"=::::::;l like the San Francisco center, it:uses an O'IW.ership model, "essen-
tially condos for nonprofit!,"
Brodsky said.

"From stock exchange to sociaJ
change" is how she characteriz.ea
the JP Morgan transformation, a
variation of the Presidio's swords.­
into-plowshares leitmotil

Brodsky was instrumental in
helping Tides start the Thoreau
Center in 1996 - just as the dot­
comboom was causing nonprofits
to get evicted to make way for
well<apitalized swtups.

" ••nrtng L.ettenuR
Oeating the space itself was a

challenge. At the time servicesand
infrastructure at the Presidio were
mjnimal Presenring Letterman's
historic: integrity was a key goal.
Tides worked hard to do a guen
renovation~ before standards
for one existed, said :Bruc.e DeMar­
tini, Thoreau Center program di­
rector, pointing out such features
as an energy-genenting photavol­
laic solar panel in the errtImce
way, natura.!·linoleum flooIs and.
formaldehyde-free counters.

"It's wondedul being here,»
saia Barbara Hartford from Unit­
ed Religions InitiatiYe, whose
space at Thoreau - formerly a
hospital ward - includes a med­
itation room. "t's nourishing and
you get the sensibility fA sustain­
ability in aU aspects..»
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